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1920 current owner: Jean Venturo 


Historic Buildings of Connecticut 


The house at 245 Main Street was built by 
Dominick Venturo, a maker of ice cream and cider. The 
house’s masonry construction, which contrasts red and 
yellow brick, and use of segmental arched windows are 
features associated with early 20" century homes built by 
Italian immigrants. 


Genealogy 


Dominick Venturo was born in Italy 1863/1865. He married Mary in 1888. They immigrated in 
1891/1895. In addition to making ice cream and cidar he was a fireman and worked in a radiator factory. 
They died after the 1930 census, but no death records were found. 
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On Main Street just west of Kensington Center, an areawith a number 
of Victorian and early-20th-century buildings. 


PHOTO 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) “ COMPILED BY 


SIGNIFICANCE 


RCES 


7 
HR R4 —— 
VIEW NEGATIVE ON FILE 
NE E5 
i 
; 12/84 
sthenGoltsArmory 


56 Ven Dyke Avenue 


¢ 


i | 
i 

| 

| 


UBSEQUEN 1ELO EVALUATION’. 


' 
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The three-bay facade of this brick dwelling has a left entry. The 
facade is covered by a one-story porch with a red-brick apron, yellow 
brick piers, paneled square wood columns, and a molded valence with 
shallow-arched openings. The flat porch roof has exposed rafters. 
All front and side windows, along with the entry, have broad seg- 
mental-arched openings finished with a banded border of yellow 
brick; yellow brick quoins are found at all four corners. Windows 
have concrete sills and are generally fitted with l-over-1 sash; 
those on the second floor of the facade are tripled; the small attic 
windows are paired with diamond-pane sash. The main roof has wide 
overhanging eaves on kneebraces and exposed rafters. On both the 
left and right, exterior brick chimneys cut into the eaves; fenes- 
tration on the side elevations is irregular. To the (continued) 
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Dominick Venturo, an ice cream and cider manufacturer, bought this 
lot in 1911, and built this house the same year. Architecturally, 
this house is significant as Berlin's best surviving example of a 
type of architecture most common between the years of 1905 and 1920, 
and almost exclusively associated with Italian immigrants. The 
hallmarks of the style are masonry construction, segmental-arched 
windows, and the use of contrasting red and yellow brick. This 
style is historically significant as a mark of one of America's 
most important episodes of immigration. The elaborate construction 
of this house, along with its unusual borrowings from the Craftsman 
style (the overhanging eaves, diamond>pane windows, and kneebraces) 
bear witness to the prosperity of its builder. 
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Berlin Land Records, 48:503 (1911) 
Directory 1914 


rear is a modern garage. 


